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The Future of Michigan's Law School
A Sketch of lis Progress and Its Programme
By Dean Henry M. Bates, '90
EVEN
the casual passerby on State
Street or South University Avenue
at the intersection of those streets, finds
his eye arrested by the vision of a noble
group of buildings, now well on toward
completion. These buildings, which are
promised for occupancy by next fall, are
known as the Lawyers' Club and include
a residence hall to accommodate about >
170 law students, a beautiful dining hall,
kitchen and other equipment, and finally
a group of rooms to include a noble as
sembly hall, reading room and a small
dining room. As is now well known,
these buildings are the gift of a distin
guished alumnus of the University,
whose vision has developed the best-
conceived and most effective plan in the
history of the legal profession for aiding
that profession and the interests which
it serves.
The General Plan
Plans for the organization of the Law
yers' Club, including an administrative
scheme for receiving and acting upon
applications from students who desire
to live in the residence and to make use
of the dining hall, are now under con
sideration but are not yet sufficiently
complete in detail to justify announce
ment at this time. In general, it is
known that preference will be given to
members of the senior class in obtaining
lodgings in the residence. The elements
of character, scholarship and personality
will be taken into account. The general
control of the Lawyers' Club and its
buildings has been lodged by the donor,
with the approval of the Board of Reg
ents, in a board of five governors, con
sisting of the Dean of the Law School
and four members of the law faculty, to
be chosen by the Board of Regents. This
plan should achieve the desirable results
of having the administration in the hands
of a group of men most familiar with
the problems of the Law School and the
law student, and yet it ties in perfectly
with the general scheme of University
administration, as the President and the
Regents are responsible for the election
of the Dean and the members of the Fac
ulty and are therefore in position at any
time to make effective their wishes in
regard to the Law School.
A Timely Gift
This splendid gift comes at a time
when the whole legal profession is mak
ing signal advances both in reference to
legal education ; and in the restatement
on the scientific basis, of the whole field
of American law, under the auspices of
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the American Law Institute. This gift
will directly or indirectly aid in these
movements, for it contemplates not mere
ly a great improvement in the material
equipment of the Law School, but it is
woven into the general plan for which
the donor is responsible for developing
and enriching our curriculum and the
promotion of legal research. This latter
purpose is to be aided by turning over
the profits from the operation of these
buildings to a research fund.
Aid for the Law Review
In this connection it may be mentioned
that Mr. W. W. Cook, '8o, '82/. of the
New York Bar, a graduate of the Law
School and of the College of Literature,
Science, and the Arts of this University,
has given the royalties from the latest
edition of his preeminent book, "The Law
of Corporations," to the board of trus
tees, the income to be used for certain
special designated purposes in aid of the
Michigan Law Review.
Stimulated by this gift and the hopes
for further development both of our
building equipment and of our plans for
research, with the aid of the President
and the Board of Regents, the law Fac
ulty has been carefully considering meth
ods for raising standards of efficiency,
for more comprehensive investigation
and research in the rich fields of law and
allied subjects, and for developing a
scheme of legal instruction which shall
fi
t
more perfectly into the needs of con
temporary society.
Entrance Requirements Changed
Thus the action of the Board of Re
gents, on recommendation of the law
Faculty, increasing the requirements for
admission to the Law School to three
years of college work, beginning in 1926,
and to the attainment of an A.B. degree
or its equivalent, in 1928, marks the
completion of a program of advances
carefully planned and deliberately car
ried out during the last fifteen or more
years. Early in the present century, the
students in this Law School numbered
upwards of nine hundred. There was
nominally a high school requirement for
admission. As a matter of fact, many
students were admitted every year who
had not completed the high school course
but who were accepted "on condition"
that they make up the deficiencies during
the first or second year of the law course.
This admission of the students "on con
dition" was obviously illogical and un
wise, for it placed upon the student
whose preliminary training was weaker
than that of the average student the ex
tra burden of making up general edu
cational deficiencies while carrying the
law course. Also, during these years,
many persons were admitted as special
students whose chief recommendation
was that they had lived for twenty-one
years or more. These remarks imply no
criticism of the officers then responsible
for the maintenance of the Law School.
Conditions at that time in regard to the
means of obtaining the preliminary gen
eral education were very different from,
and very much less favorable than, those
that obtain today, and the school was
obliged to deal with available material.
President Emeritus Hutchins, who was
Dean of this School from 1895 to 1910,
saw clearly the necessity of reorganizing
the School and of advancing the stan
dards, and great progress was made
during his deanship.
Special Students Eliminated
Naturally the successive steps by
which "conditioned" students were no
longer admitted, "special" students prac
tically eliminated and our entrance re
quirements advanced to include two
years of college work, cut down the at
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tendance in the Law School, which at its
lowest mark was 195 students. Imme
diately, however, the School responded
to the higher entrance requirements and
the higher standard of attainment in law
studies required in the School, and this
improvement was reflected in what was
at first a slow rate of increase in the
numbers of the entering classes, after
the cut had been made. As a result, the
School has advanced from 195 students
to about 550 during the present year,
and the rate of increase is being acceler
ated.
Donor's Name a Secret
It was under conditions such as these
that the generous alumnus of the Uni
versity, who has not permitted the use
of his name, made the magnificent gift
of the Lawyers' Club, about which our
graduates and the public generally have
heard so much ; and this gift seemed to
justify the belief that other buildings
and equipment, to make the great quad
rangle of law buildings, would soon be
realized possibilities.
Growth of Law Library
In the meantime, our Library has been
developing at a very much higher rate
than at any time before in its history.
We have been buying steadily for years
in the field of American statutory law
and now have a remarkable collection
of Session Laws and Statutes and revis
ions, including many rare and practically
irreplaceable copies of American Sta
tutes, particularly in the early period. We
have also gradually acquired one of the
most nearly complete collections of the
proceedings of the state constitutional
conventions. The purchase, in coopera
tion with Harvard University, of the li
braries of the late Professor Viollet, of
Ecole de Droit, in Paris, and of the late
Professor Lammasch, of the University
of Vienna, has added thousands of books
in the fields of legal history, interna
tional law, administrative law and crim
inology. Only a few weeks ago, largely
through the influence and with the very
great help of Hon. D. J. Haff, Law '84,
of Kansas City, we acquired the entire
library of the late John L. Starr Hunt,
an American citizen who practiced for
many years in Mexico City. This library
gives us what is said to be the most
complete collection of Mexican law
books, with a background of Spanish and
French treatises relied upon by Mexican
lawyers, in existence.
A Word for the Faculty
The Faculty, I think I may say with
out impropriety, has steadily gained in
scholarship. Its members are writing
books and are frequently invited to teach
in other law schools, so that in the sum
total it is very clear that large advances
have been made during the last quarter
century. The Lawyers' Club and the
plans based upon it seem to open up al
most unlimited possibilities of usefulness
for this School. From the operation of
the buildings, already well on toward
completion, there should be a profit even
at the reasonable rates to be charged;
which profit, under the terms of the
gift, shall be used to promote legal re
search in the School.
Plans Under Consideration
We are carefully considering plans for
the expansion of investigation and re
search in legal problems and for the
enlargement of our curriculum, both for
undergraduate and for graduate study.
If this sketch of development in the
Law School seems boastful, it may be
said in extenuation that the editor has
asked from me a frank statement as to
progress during recent years and our
hopes for the future. This is not a
statement meant for the world, but for
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Michigan graduates, and they are entitled
to frankness. I would like to say a great
deal more about our plans for the im
mediate future. The splendid gift re
ferred to in the foregoing has opened
up possibilities which are receiving our
most careful attention, but plans for the
realization of those opportunities could
not with propriety be made public at this
time.
THE MICHIGAN LAW REVIEW: A SURVEY
A History of the Origin and Development of the Publication
By Professor J. B. Waite, '07/
' I ' HE Michigan Law Review was in
stituted as a means of special edu
cation for those seniors in the Law De
partment who proved themselves parti
cularly capable of profitting therefrom.
It stands also as an extremely valuable
service of the Law School to its alumni
and to practicing lawyers in general.
Form of the Magazine
In form it is a magazine issued eight
times, monthly, during each academic
year, averaging about 112 pages for each
number. Its content is divided into four
departments— leading articles, note and
comment of some length, short comment
on recent decisions, and book-reviews.
The leading articles always appertain
to some juridical subject — legal philoso
phy, analysis of precedent in relation to
some state of facts, international law, le
gal history, for instance. They are con
tributed by writers of noted ability, from
England and the Continent, even from
Asia, as well as from Canada and the
United States. A number of them,
however, and by no means the least
scholarly and useful to the profession at
large, have been the work of law school
undergraduates to whom this opportuni
ty for publication has been an incentive
toward special study of some important
topic.
PROFESSOR J. B. WAITE, '07I
Editor-in-Chief of the Michigan Law Review
The recent-decision section is of great
er value from the educational point of
view, and, perhaps, from the viewpoint
of useful service to the profession as
well. Every decision of the courts is
studied by some member of the law fac
ulty as soon as it appears in print. The
most important of these are called to
the attention of the student editors who
analyze each decision and prepare a com
ment upon its relation to precedent and
f
